Levelationt]

Arts Education for Young People

JULIUS CAESAR

Teacher Gui de

Kupferberg Center Performances @ Queens College

The Teac her Guid e provid es backg roundin

post-con certact ivities that coo rdinate

encourag elearni ngacros sthecu rriculum
availabl easa. pdfwith direct

formatio
with the
. For yo
links to

n, Learn ing Stan dards,a nd pre-
perform ance and Student Guidet
ur conve nience, thisgui deisal
allsug gestedw ebsites. Visit

and
0
o)

About The Production

The Aquila Theatre Company's production of Shakespeare's JULIUS CAESAR follows the epic story
of the rise and fall of one of the world's most notorious leaders. Set in a world of political intrigue and
strained domestic relationships, the production explores the moral and political dilemma of Marcus
Brutus. The play’s action begins in Rome on February 15, 44 B.C., and ends in Philippi, Greece, in 42
B.C. when Cassius and Brutus commit suicide after battling the forces of Marc Antony and Octavian.
Part of the action is also set in the camp of Brutus and Cassius near Sardis (in present-day Turkey).

Aquila Theatre is dedicated to theatre art as education with an [lextensive program of workshops,
institutes, and all specialized company for young audiences. Learn more at www.aquilatheatre.com.

The Aquila Theatre Company
Presents
The Life and Death of Julius Caesar
By William Shakespeare

Cast in Order of Appearance

Flavius/ Cinna/ MssalaEE EEEEEEE EEEEE  EE.Marc LeVa sseur
Marullus/ Decuis/ TitiniusE EEEEEEE EEEEE EEEETed dy Alvaro
Julius CaesarlEEEEE.. EEEEEEE. EEEE..EE.Re  ginald Metcalf
CascaEEEE EEEEE EEEEEEE EEEEE EE.E.Neil Helle gers
CassiusEEEEE E.EEEEEE EEEEEE  E..EEEStep hanie Dodd

Marc AntoryEEEEEE ~ EEEEE.EE EE.EE.EE..  Scott Drunmond
Brutus/ CiceroEEE EEE.EEE..EE EEEEE.Ri  chard Sheridan Wil
Potia/ OctaviusEEEEE EEEEEEE EEE..EE.. EE.Gillian Wig gin

All other roles ae playedby the comany.

Background to Shakespeare’s Julius Ca esar



Date Written: 1598-1599

First Printing: 1623 as part of the First Folio

First Performance: Probably 1599 at the Globe Theatre

Probable Main Source: Shakespeare based the play on “Caesar,” a chapter in Parallel Lives, by
Plutarch (467-1207) and may also have borrowed ideas from Dante’s Divine Comedy and
Geoffrey Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales, all well-known sources in Elizabethan England.

Type of Play: Julius Caesar is a tragedy centering on the death of Julius Caesar and the downfall
of one of his killers, Marcus Brutus. Because the drama recounts actual historical events, it may
also be referred to as an historical play.

Curriculum Focus: Language Arts
Learning Standards: NYC ELA -- 5a, 2b.
Whole group: Read the play Julius Caesar

Activity: Exploring themes found in Julius Ca esar

Coordinate with Student Guide: “Who Was Julius Caesar” and “The Significance of the Play Today”
Idealism comes at great cost. Brutus was respected and had everything he desired; yet he risked all for his
ideals, losing his life in the process. This motif is found throughout history: Socrates took poison, Joan of Arc
was burned at the stake, Thomas More was beheaded, and more recently, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was
assassinated -- all for standing up for their beliefs. The same motif appears in literature: In Shakespeare's King
Lear, the noble Cordelia is hung by the villain Edgar; In Charles Dickens's A Tale of Two Cities, Sidney Carton
goes to the guillotine in order to save the life of the husband of the woman he loves. Make a list of modern
figures in history or in contemporary fiction, of characters who lived by their ideals. What price did they have to
pay? How does it compare with the price Brutus paid?

Pride goes before the fall. Even though Julius Caesar knew that Cassius was dangerous to him, he claimed
to not be afraid of him, “for always | am Caesar” (1. 2. 222), meaning he is great and undefeatable. His
arrogance made him easy prey for his enemies. Characters in tragedies have tragic flaws. Was pride Caesar’s
tragic flaw?

Great political ambition makes greater enemies. The more ambitious Caesar became, the more the other
government leaders felt he was too hungry for power, turning against him. What other powerful political figures
made powerful enemies? What was the outcome? Can you think of power-hungry characters from popular
fiction, films, television, and comic books? What personality traits do they share? Are their final outcomes
similar?

Wolves come disquised in sheep’s clothing. Caesar’s enemies plot behind his back while pretending to be
his friends. How did they disguise their deception? Can you find any similar situations in your personal life? In
public life? In other books or plays?

Listen to warnings. Caesar had more than one warning. He knew Cassius was a threat but ignored it. When a
soothsayer warned him “Beware the Ides of March,” Caesar ignored that warning too. Despite his wife’'s bad
dreams and a second warning from the soothsayer, Caesar still went to the Capitol and his death. How would
things have been different if Caesar heeded the warnings and omens?

Words are powerful weapons. Cassius used words to persuade the others to kill Caesar. Brutus used words
to convince people of the rightness of the assassination. Marc Antony used words to turn the people against the
conspirators. How do words manipulate people? How can we make informed decisions when faced with
different “words?” Explain this expression: “The pen is mightier than the sword.”

One man’s hero is another man’s villain. Who was the hero? Who was the villain? It depends upon whose
viewpoint you accept. People have long debated who were the villains and who were the heroes in this play.
Have your own debate by setting up two teams, each defending one viewpoint — Caesar’s or Brutus’.

Activity: Exploring characters through the text
Coordinate with Student Guide: “Acting The Part”
Small Group work or individual work:
e Select a character from the play, and compile two lists: A) what the character says about him
or herself; B) what others say about the character. Art Connection: Create a mobile for your
character. Include a portrait of the character as you imagine it; write the quotes you found



about the character on one side of each card, and quotes by the character about him/herself
on the other. Hang the cards from the mobile.

e Create a curriculum vitae for one of the characters: Using the information you gathered above,
create a “curriculum vitae” for one or more characters.

¢ Making maps of character changes: Using information gathered from the play, make a map of
how your character changes during the play.

e “Gloss” or paraphrase the lines your character speaks: Theater connection: perform your
scene for the class using modern language.

Activity: Identify figures of speech used in Shakespeare’s plays
Coordinate with Student Guide: “Friends, Romans, Countrymen, Lend Me Your Ears.”
Find examples of these figures of speech used by Shakespeare:

Alliteration - Repetition of consonant sounds. Some modern puns:
Onomatopoeia - Figure of speech in which a word mimics a sound or an * Don't sweat the petty
arrangement of words in a rhythmic pattern suggests a sound or an image. things, and don't pet
Consonance - The repetition of similar consonant sounds, especially at the ends of the sweaty things.
words, as in ‘lost and past’ or ‘confess and dismiss.’

* He often broke into

Metaphor - Comparing one thing to an unlike thing without using like, as or than. song because he
Simile - Comparing one thing to an unlike thing by using like, as, or than. couldn't find the key.
Pun - Play on words; using a word that sounds like another word but has a different . .
meaning. Every calendar's days

are numbered.

Vocabulary

Many vocabulary words found in Shakespeare’s plays have appeared on SAT tests. Go to this site for
vocabulary words found in Julius Caesar and vocabulary activities and tests.
https://secure.layingthefoundation.org/english/vocab/novels/Julius%20Caesar.pdf

Curriculum Focus: Social Studies
Coordinate with Student Guide: “William Shakespeare” and “Who Was Julius Caesar”
Activity: Research poet and playwright William Shakespeare. Answer the following questions:
¢ When did Shakespeare start to write plays?
o Why was being a playwright a dangerous occupation in Elizabethan England?
¢ Why didn't Shakespeare publish any of his plays?
Activity: Research the history of Rome & write essays that explain these events:
¢ What and who composed the first triumvirate (Caesar, Crassus and Pompey). What happened
to it? What were the causes and the results of the Roman Civil War?
e The tribunes Flavius and Marullus are concerned about Caesar’s rise to power. Research the
role of the tribunes in Roman society and discuss their duties and responsibilities.

Curriculum Focus: Drama

NYC Arts Standard 1

Blueprint for the Arts Theater Benchmark: Theater Making: Acting

Activity: Role-Playing

Small group work: Role-play situations that create moral dilemmas that need resolution.

e Scene One: Your friend is trying to talk you into driving him somewhere to take care of an
emergency. You know how to drive, but you do not have a license and it is illegal for you to
drive. What will you do?

e Scene Two: Your good friend has been elected president of the student council, but she has
been taking advantage of her position by claiming privileges to further her social life. How
would you deal with this situation?



Activity: Writing and Performing a Radio Ad

Small group work: You have been hired to do public relations for Brutus, Cassius, Caesar or Antony.
Conduct a "negative" ad campaign criticizing their opponents. Create radio spots advertising their
point of view and exaggerating their opponents' flaws. Perform your ads for the class.

Activity: Stage a press conference.

Small group work: Divide your group into reporters and the characters Brutus, Antony and Cassius.
Stage a press conference that takes place shortly after Caesar's death. Reporters ask questions
focusing on events in the play, and the characters' intentions. Base your character’s responses on the
text and research.

Resources

Books

Caesar: Life of a Colossus by Adrian Goldsworthy. Yale University Press, 2006

Folklore of Shakespeare by T. F. Thiselton Dyer. Kessinger Publishing, 2004

The Friendly Shakespeare: A Thoroughly Painless Guide to the Best of the Bard by Norrie
Epstein. Penguin USA, 1994

Julius Caesar by William Shakespeare. Cambridge School Shakespeare, T. Seward, ed.
Cambridge University Press, 1992

The World of Shakespeare by Anna Claybourne & Rebecca Treays. Usborne, 2001

Videos

Julius Caesar. The 1953 film adaptation of Shakespeare’s play, starring Marlon Brando and
James Mason, directed by Joseph L. Mankiewicz. Warner Home Video. DVD

Shakespeare: A Day at the Globe. Guidance Associates Video, 1990

William Shakespeare: A Life of Drama. A&E Television Networks, 1996

Websites

Absolute Shakespeare: www.absoluteshakespeare.com

Folger Shakespeare Library: Excellent source for kids & teachers: www.folger.edu
The Shakespeare Resource Center - www.bardweb.net

William Shakespeare’s Biography: william-shakespeare.org.uk/index.htm
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